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Burgess, S. (2017, March 23). Student Experience Survey 2017: expectations are high for  

learning resources. Times of Higher Education (THE). Retrieved from  

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/news/student-experience-survey-2017-

expectations-are-high-for-learning-resources#survey-answer 

 

The section of the article focuses on student expectations of an academic library. Results from 

several United Kingdom libraries all show students expect modern, 21st-century buildings and 

spaces were offering quiet and collaborative spaces. Libraries are making the financial 

investments to improve the library buildings and space. The Lancaster University Library 

completed a renovation in 2016 and has since reported a 150 percent increase in “footfall” (foot 

traffic). 

 

Havergal, C. (2016, June 8). China funds construction of Africa’s largest university library.  

Times of Higher Education (THE). Retrieved from 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/china-funds-construction-africas-largest-

university-library. 

 

The Chinese government is investing $40 million in building a new university library in 

Tanzania. Amid concerns of the Chinese government’s influence, the investment to build a 21st-

century library to provide modern study spaces in addition to the library collection is showing 

the importance of the library within the university ecosystem. 

 

Shaw, C. (2013, August 6).University libraries are shaping the future of learning and research.  

 The Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-  

 network/blog/2013/aug/06/university-libraries-learning-shapes-design 
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The article is an excellent starting point about library design and the use of space in academic 

libraries. The article links out to interviews with 10 library leaders from several different 

countries including the UK, Japan, Nigeria, Australia, Singapore, Brazil, Canada, Italy and the 

United States. The move from print to digital resources to how technology is shaping library 

space is a global concern among library leaders.  Especially within the university ecosystem, 

how is the library justifying its expenditures?  There is a picture of the Glasgow Caledonian 

University Library in 2006 after its redesign to create more collaborative working spaces. 

 

Ye, J. (2017, January 5).Chinese university students queue for hours for library study space. 

 South China Morning Post. Retrieved from  

http://www.scmp.com/news/china/society/article/2059620/chinese-university-students 

queue-hours-library-study-space                                                              

 

More than 1,000 students lined up for tickets for library seats at the Hangzhou Dianzi University. 

There are only 528 seats available in the library’s study room. Students regularly wait for study 

spaces, but now the students are vying for space to prepare for the postgraduate study admission 

exam, and they have no place to study. 
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